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the tribunal of commerce; they may be wit-
nesses in matters of deeds or other legal docu-
ments; they may study and practise law, or
devote themselves to any science or art. The
legal and social progress has been such that a
woman, Mme. Curie, has become a professor
of science at the Sorbonne and occupies one of
the foremost chairs of French higher education*
A law was passed in 1891 securing to the wife
a more equitable share in the succession of her
deceased husband. Another law has been
passed that secures to a married woman her
wages, which previously could be collected by
her husband, even when he had deserted his
home. In the case of intolerable marriage situ-
ations, the law has provided the, however unsatis-
factory, at times necessary, remedy of divorce*

The statute book now contains provisions for
the greater protection of the accused before
French courts. They are no longer considered
guilty until they have proven their innocence.
They may have legal counsel immediately after
their arrest; and even in civil cases, if one of
the parties is too poor, the State comes to his
rescue and furnishes a competent lawyer. The
accused in a criminal case is no longer obliged
to stay in prison awaiting the good pleasure of
the judge; but if his case is not ready, he may